Separation anxiety: Gates-Glidden drills can be hazardous to your health.
Gates-Glidden drills are commonly used during endodontic therapy to aid in the development of straight-line access and coronal enlargement of the root canal. The drills come in various sizes and are typically used in a low-speed air-driven or electric handpiece. As a safety feature to aid in retrieval if separation of the drill occurs during use, Gates-Glidden drills are designed to separate near the hub of the drill to allow for easier retrieval. This case report presents a potentially serious complication associated with the use of Gates-Glidden drills. A contaminated drill became embedded in the arm of an endodontic resident and required surgical removal. Proper office safety precautions can help prevent accidents that may result in serious injury.